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prosecutors, police, entertainers,
media executives, researchers, and
treatment and prevention specialists
from across America to examine solu-
tions and keep us moving forward with
proven strategies. The Vice President,
General Barry McCaffrey, and I met
with the participants in a series of
roundtable discussions, discussing how
to strengthen the efforts of families,
the media, communities, schools, busi-
nesses, and government to reduce drug
use and violence. Participants left with
new energy and new ideas, determined
to return home and begin implement-
ing the solutions and strategies dis-
cussed that day.

This conference took place at an im-
portant juncture in America’s ongoing
fight against drug abuse. In the last
few years our nation has made signifi-
cant progress against drug use and re-
lated crime. The number of Americans
who use cocaine has been reduced by 30
percent since 1992. The amount of
money Americans spend on illicit drugs
has declined from an estimated $64 bil-
lion five years ago to about $49 billion
in 1993—a 23 percent drop. We are fi-
nally gaining ground against overall
crime: drug-related murders are down
12 percent since 1989; robberies are
down 10 percent since 1991.

At the same time, we have dealt seri-
ous blows to the international criminal
networks that import drugs into Amer-
ica. Many powerful drug lords, includ-
ing leaders of Colombia’s notorious
Cali cartel, have been arrested. A mul-
tinational air interdiction program has
disrupted the principal air route for
smugglers between Peru and Colombia.
The close cooperation between the
United States, Peru, and other govern-
ments in the region has disrupted the
cocaine economy in several areas. Our
efforts have decreased overall cocaine
production and have made coca plant-
ing less attractive to the farmers who
initiate the cocaine production proc-
ess. And I have taken the serious step
of cutting off all non-humanitarian aid
to certain drug producing and traffick-
ing nations that have not cooperated
with the United States in narcotics
control. Further, I have ordered that
we vote against their requests for loans
from the World Bank and other multi-
lateral development banks. This clear-
ly underscores the unwavering commit-
ment of the United States to stand
against drug production and traffick-
ing.

Here at home, we have achieved
major successes in arresting, prosecut-
ing, and dismantling criminal drug net-
works. In Miami, the High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Program, through its
operational task forces, successfully
concluded a major operation that re-
sulted in the indictments of 252 individ-
uals for drug trafficking and other
drug-related crimes. Operations con-
ducted by the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration’s Mobile Enforcement
Teams program (MET), a highly suc-
cessful federal tool for assisting local
law enforcement, have resulted in more

than 1,500 arrests of violent and preda-
tory drug criminals in more than 50
communities across the nation.

But as the White House Leadership
Conference on Youth, Drug Use, and
Violence showed, now is the time to
press forward. We must not let up for a
moment in our efforts against drug
abuse, and drug abuse by young people,
particularly.

There are many reasons why young
people do continue to use drugs. Chief
among these are ignorance of the facts
about addiction and the potency of
drugs, and complacency about the dan-
ger of drugs. Unfortunately, all too
often we see signs of complacency
about the dangers of drug use: dimin-
ished attention to the drug problem by
the national media; the glamorization
and legitimization of drug use in the
entertainment industry; the coddling
of professional athletes who are habit-
ual drug-users; avoidance of the issue
by parents and other adults; calls for
drug-legalization; and the marketing of
products to young people that legiti-
mize and elevate the use of alcohol, to-
bacco, and illicit drugs.

All Americans must accept respon-
sibility to teach young people that
drugs are illegal and they are deadly.
They may land you in jail; they may
cost you your life. We must renew our
commitment to the drug prevention
strategies that deter first-time drug
use and stop the progression from alco-
hol and tobacco use to marijuana and
harder drugs.

The National Drug Control Strategy
is designed to prevent a new drug use
epidemic through an aggressive and
comprehensive full-court press that
harnesses the energies of committed
individuals from every sector of our so-
ciety. As I said in the State of the
Union, we must step up our attack
against criminal youth gangs that deal
in illicit drugs. We will improve the ef-
fectiveness of our cooperative efforts
among U.S. defense and law enforce-
ment agencies, as well as with other
nations, to disrupt the flow of drugs
coming into the country. We will seek
to expand the availability and improve
the quality of drug treatment. And we
will continue to oppose resolutely calls
for the legalization of illicit drugs. We
will increase efforts to prevent drug
use by all Americans, particularly
young people.

The tragedy of drug abuse and drug-
related crime affects us all. The Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy requires
commitment and resources from many
individuals and organizations, and
from all levels of government. For the
strategy to succeed, each of us must do
our part.

We ask the Congress to be a biparti-
san partner and provide the resources
we need at the federal level to get the
job done. I challenge state and local
governments to focus on drug abuse as
a top priority. We ask the media and
the advertising and entertainment in-
dustries to work with us to educate our
youth, and all Americans, about the

dangers of drug use. Finally, we invite
every American—every parent, every
teacher, every law enforcement officer,
every faith leader, every young person,
and every community leader—to join
our national campaign to save our
youth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 29, 1996.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.
f

NIKE IS A WORLD-CLASS AMER-
ICAN COMPANY AND A GOOD
CORPORATE CITIZEN IN OREGON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Oregon [Ms. FURSE] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, just prior
to the April recess, my colleague from
Ohio, Ms. KAPTUR, took to the House
floor and criticized the operations of
Nike, an important Oregon-based com-
pany headquartered in my district. I
fundamentally disagree with her as-
sessment of Nike and rise today to set
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD straight.
Simply stated, the company that my
colleague from Ohio portrayed in her
statement is not the company that I
have been working with for the last 31⁄2
years and which has been
headquartered in my district for the
last quarter century. In my view, Nike
is a world-class American company,
providing good American jobs, and has
been and continues to be a good cor-
porate citizen in Oregon.

I find it most unfortunate that the
Congresswoman, nor her staff, nor any-
one from the jobs and fair trade cau-
cus, took the time to check with Nike,
to understand their side of the story
before the statement was given, nei-
ther did they check with me. So in the
name of fairness, let’s look at the alle-
gations and then the facts, one by one,
to get to the bottom of what this com-
pany is really about.

First, it is alleged that Nike has
downsized its work force and shut down
all of its U.S. production. The fact is
that currently, Nike directly employs
over 5,500 employees in the United
States, 3,500 of whom are based in Or-
egon. This makes Nike one of Oregon’s
leading private sector employers. The
majority of these U.S. jobs are profes-
sional, technical, design, or managerial
positions—highly skilled jobs that
command high wages. It is interesting
to note that on average, Nike employ-
ees in Oregon make over $45,000 per
year. That compares very favorably
with the average Oregon private sector
income of roughly $25,000 per year.

The remainder of Nike’s U.S. jobs in-
clude customer service, distribution,
sales, retail and yes, manufacturing.
With a U.S. production force of nearly
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